Use of computerized tomography in nonsurgical management of brain abscess.
Two patients with hematogenous brain abscesses demonstrated by computerized tomographic (CT) scans were successfully treated without surgical intervention. The first patient had congenital cyanotic heart disease and multiple brain abscesses complicated by presumed rupture into the ventricles. By the time these clinical diagnoses were established, she had shown substantial improvement after antibiotic therapy alone. The second patient with bronchiectasis had a single abscess in the dominant hemisphere. Medical management was successful. Subsequent CT scans in both patients provided reassurance that clinical improvement was accompanied by anatomical healing. The use of noninvasive diagnostic techniques should encourage the formulation of new criteria for the management of cerebral abscess in carefully evaluated and closely observed patients.